CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

February 12, 2019

The Newton City Commission convened in regular session at 7: 00 p. m. on February 12,
2019 at City Hall, 201 East 6th Street. Attending were Mayor Valentine, Vice Mayor Koehn,

Commissioners Davis, Hague and Kreie, City Manager Myers, Assistant City Manager McElroy,
City Attorney Towle, City Engineer/ DPW Loomis, Director of Finance Pickman, Director of
Communications McDaniel, Chief Metzler, Chief Murphy and City Clerk Duerksen.
Pastor Jay Hawes with Newton First Nazarene Church provided the invocation. The
Mayor then led in the Pledge of Allegiance and presided over the items of business.
CONSENT AGENDA

Staff asked that Item# 2 be removed from the agenda and placed on a future agenda.
MOTION:

Commissioner

Hague moved and Commissioner

Davis seconded to

remove Item 2 from the agenda. Motion carried.

1.

Consider approval of the minutes of the January 22 work session and regular
meeting.
MOTION:

Vice Mayor Koehn moved and Commissioner

Kreie seconded to

approve the minutes as presented. Motion carried.

2.

Consider a Resolution amending the funding for grading for Rolling Hills 4th
Addition.

This item will be placed on a future agenda.
REGULAR

3.

AGENDA

Recognition of community service and achievement:
A. Recognize Chandler Ochoa, Newton High School Spanish teacher, for being
named a 2019 Kansas Horizon Award recipient.

The Commission

honored Newton High School Spanish teacher, Chandler Ochoa for

being named a 2019 Kansas Horizon Award recipient. Ochoa is an NHS graduate and was
praised for her passion and empathy as a teacher.
4.

Receive a request to close Athletic Park Circle on April 27, 2019 for Community
Play Day.
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MOTION: Commissioner Hague moved and Commissioner Kreie seconded to

approve the request to close Athletic Park Circle on April 27 for Community Play
Day. Motion carried.
5.

Receive a request from Harvey County Habitat for Humanity to waive building
permit fees, water meter and hook-up fees and curb cut fee for their new residential
building project at 408 E. 5th Street.

Habitat for Humanity has asked for the waiver of permit fees for the purpose of building
a new residential unit at 408 E. 5`h.
MOTION:

Commissioner

Davis moved and Vice Mayor Koehn seconded to

approve the request from Harvey County Habitat for Humanity to waive building
permit fees, water meter and hook-up fees, and curb cut fees. Motion carried.
6.

Planning Commission
A. Receive the recommendation

of the Newton- North Newton Area Planning

Commission on the reconsideration for an application for a Zoning Amendment
request to property owned by Harder Properties LLC, located on S. Anderson

Avenue and Summer Drive, to be rezoned from an R-1 ( Single-family Dwelling
District) zoning classification to an R-3 ( Multi-family Dwelling District) zoning
classification.

At their

22nd

January
meeting, the City Commission moved to return this zoning matter
back to the Planning Commission for further review and comment. The City Commission
requested the Planning Commission address the specific criteria by which the appropriateness of
such zoning amendment is to be determined or decreasing the size of the project. The Planning
Commission approved the zoning request in a split vote 4- 3. There was discussion on a smaller
zoning area, but no motion to support the decreased size project. They found all factors weighed
in support of the recommendation and two were not given significant weight in the zoning.
Ron Harder, developer, reported he did offer a smaller property to be rezoned. However,

Planning Commission members felt the proposed size was a strength not a weakness. The
market would determine what is needed in the area. Mr. Harder also noted he would not bring
something into the development that would harm property values.
Shawn Edgell, 2025 Chestnut, noted he was not concerned about what is going in now,
but what could go in down the road. He doesn' t want the property values to go down.

Because of the protest petition filed, the City Commission motion would require a super
majority vote.
MOTION: Commissioner Hague moved and Commissioner Kreie seconded to

receive the recommendation of the Planning Commission. Motion carried 4- 1
with Commissioner Davis voting nay.
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B.

Consider an Ordinance amending the zoning from R-1 ( Single-family Dwelling
District) to R-3 ( Multi- family Dwelling District).

An Ordinance amending the official zoning map incorporated by reference in Article II,
Section 2.2- 1, of the Zoning Ordinances of the City of Newton, Kansas was considered.
MOTION: Vice Mayor Koehn moved and Commissioner Kreie seconded this
Ordinance,

assigned 4977- 19, be approved as presented.

Motion carried 4- 1 with

Commissioner Davis voting nay.
7.

Consider a Resolution authorizing the redemption and defeasance of the

outstanding Taxable General Obligation Bonds, Series 2010-B of the City of
Newton, Kansas.

In 2010 the City entered into a development agreement with Broadway Hospitality LLC
to build a hotel in collaboration with the City' s construction of the Meridian Center. As part of
the development agreement, the City provided a loan to the Broadway Group to facilitate the
construction of the hotel. In turn, the City holds a mortgage against the property. The Broadway
Group has requested to retire the debt and extinguish their indebtedness to the City. The City
bonded this project, and those bonds are not redeemable until December 1, 2020.

A defeasance

escrow account has been created to hold the amount of funding necessary to match the debt
service on the outstanding bonds.
A Resolution authorizing the redemption and defeasance of the outstanding Taxable
General Obligation Bonds, Series 2010- B of the City of Newton, Kansas; and authorizing certain
actions to be taken in conjunction therewith was considered.
MOTION: Commissioner Davis moved and Commissioner Kreie seconded this
Resolution,

8.

8th &

A.

assigned G- 1202, be approved as presented. Motion carried.

Sand Creek sewer:

Receive plans and specifications for the upsizing of sewer at 8th and Sand Creek.

Plans have been completed for the upsizing of the sewer line under Sand Creek at 8th

Street from a 15- inch to an 18- inch line. Overall the project provides the next step in allowing
existing undeveloped properties in the base to develop as the market dictates. Plans have been
submitted

to

KDHE for

approval.

The

estimated

cost of

the project

is $ 1, 050, 000. Construction

should take 90 days to complete.

MOTION: Vice Mayor Koehn moved and Commissioner

Hague seconded to

approve the plans and specifications for the upsizing of sewer at 8th and Sand
Creek, subject to KDHE approval.
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B.

Consider a Resolution finding advisable and authorizing the sewer
improvement.

A Resolution of the City of Newton, Kansas, authorizing and providing for the alteration,

repair or reconstruction of a sanitary sewer in the City; and providing for the payment of the
costs thereof was considered.

MOTION:

Commissioner

Resolution,

assigned G- 1203, be approved as presented. Motion carried.

C.

Kreie moved and Commissioner

Davis seconded this

Set date and time to receive bids.

MOTION: Commissioner

Davis moved and Commissioner

Hague seconded to

receive bids on March 7 at 11: 00 a. m. Motion carried.
9.

Consider revisions to an interlocal agreement for the Harvey County Drug Task
Force.

The original agreement was submitted to the Attorney General Office for review in June
2018. The AG' s office has disapproved the agreement citing the proposed method of

maintaining drug task funds. The new agreement provides greater detail on how forfeiture
money is distributed.
MOTION:

Commissioner

Hague moved and Commissioner

Davis seconded to

approve the revised interlocal agreement for the Harvey County Drug Task Force.
Motion carried.

10.

Receive a report from Commissioner Hague and Assistant City Manager McElroy
on a passenger rail update meeting hosted by Senator McGinn on January 23 at the
Statehouse.

Senator McGinn recently hosted a luncheon to update associated stakeholders on latest
news and development from Amtrak and KDOT regarding passenger rail. The official word
from Amtrak is the Southwest Chief line is being preserved. Amtrak has also stated it would be
possible to extend the Heartland Flyer line north through Wichita to Newton from Fort Worth,
Texas, and to operate at freight speed, and still meet the Southwest

Chief schedule in

Newton. Amtrak and KDOT will have a meeting in March to review the cost estimates for the

Flyer" operation between Newton and Oklahoma City. The US Department of Transportation
has grant funds targeted toward infrastructure

improvements

such as tracks, signals, station

upgrades, etc. Amtrak also noted that the Wichita market is the largest currently un- served
passenger rail market in the US.
11.

City Manager' s Update.
JAG funding application was approved in the amount of$48, 124 for an electronic ticket
writer

system.
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The joint legislative transportation vision task force report has been given to the

legislature. The task force is recommending bringing back the local bridge improvement
program

and the exchange

program.

The Police Department is offering ALICE training on April 18 from 8: 00- 10: 00 a.m. at
Grace Community Church.
Legislative issues that will be watched include HB 2135 regarding political signs in the
rights- of-way and SB 68 making the wireless industry exempt from franchise fees. REAP
will also work on encouraging adequate state transportation funding and workforce
development.

12.

Citizen' s Forum.

Pam Stevens, Chamber CEO, shared a legislative update will be held at Charlie' s on

March 2nd from 9: 00- 11: 00 a.m. She then reported on the Chocolate While You Shop, which has
17 businesses participating.
In other business, Harvey County is replacing the floor at the transfer station in March.
Staff is working with them to adjust some pick up schedules and will release that information
soon.

13.

Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8: 15 p. m.
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