CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

January 8, 2019

The Newton City Commission convened in regular session at 7: 00 p.m. on January 8,
2019 at City Hall, 201 East 6th Street. Attending were Mayor Valentine, Vice Mayor Koehn,

Commissioners Davis, Hague and Kreie, City Manager Myers, Assistant City Manager McElroy,
City Attorney Towle, City Engineer/ DPW Loomis, Director of Communications McDaniel,

Deputy Chief Roberson, Deputy Chief Dunlavy and City Clerk Duerksen.
Mayor Valentine provided the invocation, then led in the Pledge of Allegiance and
presided over the items of business.
REGULAR AGENDA
1.

Consider approval of the minutes of the December 11 work session and regular

meeting minutes and December 17 and 20 special meetings.
MOTION: Vice Mayor Koehn moved, and Commissioner
approve the minutes.
2.

Reorganization

Hague seconded to

Motion carried.

of Commission.

A. Consider the selection of Mayor for the ensuing year.
MOTION: Commissioner Hague moved and Commissioner Davis seconded for

Mayor Valentine to continue as Mayor for the ensuing year. Motion carried.
B. Consider the selection of Vice Mayor for the ensuing year.
MOTION: Commissioner Davis moved and Commissioner Kreie seconded for

Vice Mayor Koehn to continue as the Vice Mayor for the ensuing year. Motion
carried.

C. Designation of the official newspaper for the ensuing year.
MOTION: Commissioner Kreie moved and Vice Mayor Koehn seconded to

designate the Newton Kansan as the official newspaper for the ensuing year.
Motion carried.
3.

Recognition of community service and achievement:
A. Recognize Eli Blaufass for being accepted into the US Senate Youth Program.

The City Commission recognized Eli Blaufass, who is one of two Kansas students
accepted into the U. S. Senate Youth Program. Participants will visit Washington D. C. in March
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and will meet with the president, senators, a U.S. Supreme Court justice, and other high- ranking
officials. He also was awarded a$ 10, 000 college scholarship.
4.

Planning Commission

A. Receive the recommendation of the Newton- North Newton Area Planning
Commission of an application for a Zoning Amendment request for property
owned by Harder Properties LLC, located on S Anderson Ave. and Summer
Drive, to be rezoned from an R- 1 ( Single- Family Dwelling District) zoning
classification to an R- 3 ( Multi- Family Dwelling District) zoning classification.
Staff shared the Planning Commission recommendation for a request to change zoning

of property located on S. Anderson and Summer Drive from an R- 1 ( Single- Family Dwelling
District) to an R- 3( Multi- Family Dwelling District) classification. The application for zoning is
partially driven by a potential multi- family, senior housing development. At their December 3,
2018 meeting, the Planning Commission voted 3- 2 to recommend denials of the zoning
amendment
requested based on two factors:
1) the area requested for the zoning amended was
too large and should be reduced; and 2) everyone that owns property or lives in Summer
Crossing Addition should have been notified.

On December 17, 2018, the City Clerk received a formal protest petition from property
owners near the area of the zoning amendment request. The filing of the petition ensures to
override the Planning Commission recommendation, a super majority vote of the City
Commission(
B.

4 members) will be required.

Receive public comments on the zoning amendment.

Ron Harder, developer, addressed the Commission and audience saying he understood
their concerns about the unknown future of the Summer Crossing development. He noted, if he
thought the change would devalue the property, he would not make this change and is convinced

the finished product will be a good thing for Newton. He explained, when he first zoned this
property, he did so with a broad brush, but as the City has grown and changed, he must be
willing to change to meet the needs for housing. He noted the zoning change is appropriate and is

not spot zoning. Usually R-3 zoning are along arterial streets acting as a buffer between higher
traffic streets and single- family homes. He encouraged all to think what is best for Newton in
the long run.
The Mayor opened the public hearing at 8: 04 p.m.
Rich Evangelista, 2022 Chestnut, spoke about the petition that was filed and concerns of

residents in the Summer Crossing Development. They do not want to see multi-family unit
rentals in their community. They feel the future development and home value growth of the
Summer Crossing neighborhood will be diminished with the R- 3 zoning. It was noted, the
neighbors are not against growth and development and are pro planning and pro communication,
but there is a need for more information. Mr. Evangelista questioned if this area was the right
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place for the development.

Because Mr. Harder owns most of the properties required to be

notified, residents in Summer Crossing did not know about the proposed change.
The Mayor opened the public hearing 8: 04 p. m.
Ron Eggert 2107 Sherwood Avenue, stated this does not feel like the proper place for this

development. Access is a problem and there are other areas in the City where this type of
housing would have better access.
Shawn Edge11, 2025 S. Chestnut, noted he is not against growth. He suggested the area to
be rezoned be shrunk and some kind of barrier, like a pond, be placed between the senior

housing and the rest of the development. He also expressed concern about losing the value of his
property.

Rob Thieszen, 2016 S. Poplar, said he is not anti- retirement or senior living
developments. His concern is about the community being aware of what is going on. He didn' t
feel like there was an intentional process of building consensus with the neighbors. If the

property is rezoned R- 3, he felt there is nothing stopping the development of a four- story family
unit in the middle of Summer Crossing. He suggested rezoning the property to reflect the size of
the development.

The hearing was closed at 8: 10 p. m. and discussion was brought back to the bench.
MOTION:

Mayor Valentine moved and Commissioner Kreie seconded to recess

to executive session to consult with Senior Legal Counsel and the City Attorney
under attorney client privilege. Motion carried.

C. Consider further action on the zoning amendment.

The Commission recessed to executive session at 8: 12 p.m. and reconvened at 8: 25 p.m.
Mayor Valentine asked that all ex parte communications

be disclosed.

She stated she received a

phone call asking if this item was on the agenda and Commissioner Davis disclosed he had a
brief conversation with Mr. Evangelista.
MOTION:

Commissioner Hague moved and Vice Mayor Koehn seconded to

return the matter to the Planning Commission for them to reconsider the request
with a smaller area to be rezoned and to provide specific findings as to each of the

criteria established by the zoning ordinances: Whether the rezoning would be
consistent with zoning regulations, the City' s comprehensive plan, and other

adopted policies; Whether every use permitted under the rezoning would be
compatible with the uses permitted on other property in the vicinity; Whether
adequate water and sewer facilities exist or can be provided; ' Whether the

proposed rezoning would correct an error in zoning application; Whether the
proposed rezoning is necessary because of changing conditions in the area.
Motion carried.
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5.

Receive bids and award contract for street improvements to serve Rolling
Hills 6th Addition.

Bids were received for paving improvements to serve Rolling Hills 6` h Addition. Staff
recommended awarding the contract to the low bidder, Vogts Parga.
BID AMOUNT

BIDDER
Vogts Parga

210, 923. 98

Kansas

214, 227. 90

Paving

Pearson Construction

221, 749. 50

Major Concrete, Inc.

233, 907. 21

Prairie

235, 415. 00

Landworks

Cornejo &

Sons

271, 287. 15

Hett Construction

310, 528. 07

Engineer'

241, 078. 80

s

Estimate

MOTION: Commissioner Kreie moved and Commissioner Hague seconded to
accept the bids and award the contract to the low bidder, Vogts Parga in the
amount of$210, 923. 98. Motion carried.
6.

City Manager' s Update.

City and EDC staff are working with two local industries who are planning major
expansion projects.

Dilapidated property demolitions

are

being

carried

out

on structures

at

11`

h&

High

and in the 900 block of Sherman.

Community paramedicine program expansion is being planned to include the mental
health providers. The Police Department is exploring similar collaborations with
mental health providers.

Newton Fire/ EMS department is the only EMS system in the State of Kansas which is
a member of the Kansas Health Information Network.
7.

8.

January 23 the Wichita Chamber' s " I Fly Wichita" kick- off event will be held in the
morning and that afternoon is Local Government Day at the Capitol in Topeka.
During the holidays, City employees donated 1, 388 pounds of food to the Salvation
Army' s food bank. The Police and Fire/ EMS Departments assembled 275 packages

of food at Dillon' s Center for distribution to the needy throughout Harvey County.
Blue Christmas involved$ 640 in donations for Heart to Heart Child Advocacy
Center.

7.

Citizen' s Forum.

Ron Eggert, 2107 Sherwood Avenue, encouraged the Commission to redo the pool. It is

needed for the community. He also suggested the Commission get with the EDC to look for
ways to expand housing.
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In other business, the US Department of Transportation granted$ 9 million to install PTC

between Dodge City and Albuquerque, New Mexico. Commissioners expressed appreciation to
Mr. Harder for developing in the community.
8.

Adjournment

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned 8: 54 p. m.

lifte7e8

Mayor
ATTEST:

City Clerk
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