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Mayor Marge Roberson

Thank you for the opportunity to address you tonight. As |
review ny year as Mayor of the City of Newton, | am

rem nded of the many exciting things that have been
achieved this year, and 1'd like to share sonme of those
with you, along with sonme of the opportunities and

chal l enges we face in the com ng year.

One of the biggest acconplishnents was the retention of
Harvey County in the Wchita Metropolitan Statistical Area
(MSA). This will serve Harvey County and Newton by saving
over $1.3 million a year for our health care conmunity, and
the Gty of Newon played a |leading role in this

achi evenent. Keeping the county in the Wchita MSA was a

maj or victory.

Anot her great acconplishnent was the rehabilitation of the
mai n airport runway at the Newton G ty/County Airport.
Federal funds were all ocated and constructi on was conpl et ed
to fully rehabilitate the main 7,000-foot runway. This
project, the biggest of all the capital naintenance tasks
at the airport, was acconplished at a reasonable price by

utilizing federal funds to pay for 90% of the project.

The Bl ue Sky Scul pture has been a wonderful addition to the
community's public art stock. Looking back in tine, we've
noted that public art is installed in Newton on an average

of once every 40 years, so | think we should fee



especially lucky to have been a part of this great project.
Al ready, the Blue Sky Scul pture has been recogni zed on

regi onal television, and has been featured statewide in
newspapers as an inmaginative and attractive piece of public
art work. The Newton Conmunity is fortunate in having a
public mnded citizen like Lloyd Smth, who donated the

Bl ue Sky Scul pture to the citizens of Newt on.

The Newt on Nei ghbor hood Revitalization Program continues to
be a highly used and successful programfor the comunity.
The NRP has hel ped 70 property owners in Newton to upgrade
t heir hones and busi nesses in the past five years. The
plan is designed to give property owners in the

Nei ghbor hood Revitalization Area the opportunity to receive
up to a 10 year tax rebate. This increnental rebate is
applied to the additional property taxes incurred as a
result of new construction or inprovenments to existing
structures. Earlier this year, the program was extended,
and the Nei ghborhood Revitalization Area was expanded, to

encourage even nore property owners to participate.

The Newton Fire/ EM5S departnent continues to be a | eader in
the emergency service field. The departnment has now
established credibility with the nmedical community to
enable themto provide advance |ife support procedures such
as Rapid Sequence Intubation and use of 12-|ead EKG cardi ac

noni t ori ng.

The Public Wrks departnent saw the construction of a new
Service Center building this year. The inprovenents to the
Service Center will enable the departnment to operate nore

efficiently. The nmuch-needed inprovenents included the



repl acenent of a dilapidated netal building with a new
facility. Enployee safety, protection of expensive
equi pnent and operating efficiency were all enhanced by

this project.

For the thirteenth consecutive year, the Cty's Finance
Department received the Certificate of Achievenent for
Excel l ence in Financial Reporting fromthe Governnent

Fi nance O ficers Association of the United States and
Canada. The Certificate of Achievenment is the highest form
of recognition in the area of governnental accounting and

financi al reporting.

Newt on's recycling programcontinues to be a success. It
has expanded this year to include a new conponent, which is
the inclusion of a once per nonth collection of nagazi nes,
phone books and catal ogs. Recycling tonnage collected in

2002 was 1, 445 tons, an increase of 25% over 2001.

Wth the Gty's participation in REAP, which is the

Regi onal Economi c Area Partnership of seven counties in
sout h-central Kansas, Newton has played a part in the
successful Fair Fares Canpaign at Wchita's M d-Continent
Airport. The Wchita Eagle has described the program as
the best thing to happen to econom c devel opnment in south-
central Kansas in a long tine. Newton Gty Comm ssioners
and city staff have participated in this canpaign, which
has attracted lowfare air carriers to Wchita's Md-
Continent Airport, saving area fliers an estinmated $33

mllion.



The Lincoln School project is a shining exanple of a
successful pubic/private partnership. The Gty facilitated
t he adaptive reuse of the 100-year old Lincoln School.

Wth City assistance obtaining State funds, a private

devel oper has transformed the property into an inpressive
24-unit housing facility. This has created both additional
dwel I'ing opportunities in Newton, and it has hel ped

stinmul ate the surroundi ng nei ghbor hood.

Downt own Newt on has al so benefited fromthe city's
willingness to work with others interested in preserving a
part of Newton. |In 2001, the city was approached by a
group of Newton Hi gh School graduates fromthe class of
1965, who wanted to restore the old Fox Theatre. Wth the
hel p of our city manager, and the counsel of our city
attorney, this group formed a non-profit corporation called
The Hi storic Fox Theatre of Newton, Inc. After doing sone
| ead paint renmoval, and other mnor repairs, the Cty

Comm ssi on approved a contract to transfer ownership of the
t heater (which was donated to the City by Dickinson
Theaters)for $1.00??, to The Historic Fox Theatre of

Newton, Inc. with the agreenent that the theatre would be

restored and used for the benefit of the community.

Finally, private devel opers approached the City with an
exciting proposal for a 550-unit subdivision with a Gty
gol f course planned as a centerpiece and stimulus for

devel opnent. After a series of public presentations and
nmeetings, the Gty and County agreed to nove forward with
the project. As the City has proceeded planning for this
project, nore partners have energed. Just recently, Kansas

State University and Hutchi nson Conmunity Col | ege have



expressed interest in building an educational facility with
the project to train students in their popular golf course
turf managenent and gol f course superintendents prograns.
When finished, this project will undoubtedly be the |argest
econoni ¢ devel opnent project in Harvey County in nmany

years.

It is very exciting for ne to be able to address so nany
acconplishnents fromthis past year. However, |ike many
other cities in the state, we have our share of challenges
in the comng year. Many of you are famliar with the
state's financial crisis. Unfortunately this financial
crisis has been passed down to cities and counties in the
formof demand transfer cuts to units of |ocal governnent.
For Newton, this will nmean a |oss of nore than $300, 000
this year, and we share the belief of those in Topeka, that
this | oss of revenue will be a permanent one. |n nany
cases this short-fall has translated into cities and
counties cutting inportant services. According to a recent
survey by the National League of Cities, the funding cuts
have already forced one in four cities to cut police and
fire positions this year, and nore cuts are expected.

Al though this situation will provide significant
chal | enges, there are rays of

hope in all of the uncertainty.

One of the on-going projects that we are very optimstic
about is the Sand Creek project. This is a big project,
and at tinmes it nay seemto be nmoving slowy, however, both
the Comm ssion and city staff have confidence that this
endeavor will be successfully conpleted. The City

Comm ssion, and city staff have worked hard to cultivate a



great working relationship with our Congressional
del egation in Washington, and this hard work is paying off

in federal dollars for local projects, |ike Sand Creek.

On March 6, the City Manager, Comm ssioner Harris and |

vi sited our Congressional delegation, to specifically

di scuss this $7 mllion mandated project and ot her
opportunities that are facing our conmunity, and the

nmeeti ngs were very productive. Sand Creek, when it is
finished, will be a project that this community can really
be proud of. Not nmany other cities, especially of our

size, receive federal funding for projects of this size.

I n conclusion, while we do have chal |l enges on the horizon,
the chall enges we are facing in Newton are those of a

vi brant, growi ng community. Langston Hughes, a fanbus
Kansas poet told us, "W have tonorrow before us bright

like a flame.”™ And | couldn't agree nore.

| cannot put in words how nuch | appreciate the citizens of
Newt on giving nme the opportunity to serve as mayor. It has
been one of the nobst exciting and chall engi ng years of ny
life. Al these acconplishnents woul d not happen w t hout

t he support and gui dance of Vice-Mayor WIIlis Heck,

Conmi ssioners Carl Harris, Todd Loescher & Grant Scott, as
wel |l as a very capable city nanager and his staff. I will
continue to serve this conmunity as City Comm ssioner to

the best of ny ability.

Thank you



